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SUMMARY

Fumiko TANAKA,
Tomoaki MATSUDA,
Hiroko KOBAYASHI:

On the Process of Developing Kindergartens and Day-Care Centers
in Meiji Era and in Taisyo era, and on Their Systems

The new system of supporting childcare is being put into practice in 2015. This is a big change in the history
of childcare in Japan and it is timely to review its history. We considered the characteristics of the childcare in
Yamagata prefecture and the whole nation. Accordingly, we found out that in Meiji era and in Taisyo era, the
increase rate of the number of kindergartens in Yamagata prefecture was smaller than that in the whole nation.
We guess that day-care centers took the place of kindergartens. In late Meiji era, Ms. Masa Aoki established a day-
care center which included kindergarten and foster care facility, which we consider a pioneering facility. It is still in
service. In Yamagata prefecture, the idea of day-care surpassed preschool education in those days, but in Showa era,

many day-care centers changed themselves into kindergartens.

(Uyo Gakuen College)



